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COAC – meeting

The Advisory Committee on Commercial Operations of the Customs
and Border Protection (COAC), sponsored by the US Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), will meet in Washington, DC on 7 October. 79 Fed. Reg. 56385
[found at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-09-19/pdf/2014-22349.pdf ]
(9/19/14).
NTSB – capsizing of towboat

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) issued a Marine
Accident Brief following its investigation of the capsizing of the uninspected
towboat Megan McB at Lock and Dam 7 on the Mississippi River on 3 July 2013
with the loss of one life. It was determined that the probable cause of the
capsizing of towing vessel Megan McB was the replacement pilot's unfamiliarity
with the vessel's electronic engine control throttles, which resulted in his inability
to avoid gate no. 1 of Lock and Dam 7. Contributing to the capsizing was Brennan

Marine's lack of effective procedures to ensure that the Megan McB was operated
by a replacement pilot familiar with the electronic engine control throttles, which
were unique to this one vessel in the company fleet. MAB 14-17 [found at
http://www.ntsb.gov/doclib/reports/2014/MAB1417.pdfhttp://www.ntsb.gov/d
oclib/reports/2014/MAB1417.pdf ] (9/18/14). Note: The term “pilot” in this
context refers to the mate on a towing vessel.
USCG – Global Maritime Environmental Congress

Commander Ryan Allain, USCG, gave a presentation [found at
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2014/09/18/9182014-global-maritimeenvironmental-congress-coast-guardremarks/http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2014/09/18/9182014-globalmaritime-environmental-congress-coast-guard-remarks/ ] at the Global
Maritime Environmental Congress in Hamburg providing an overview of
environmental compliance examinations; ship efficiency; and liquefied natural
gas (LNG) and natural gas as marine fuels. (9/17/14).
House – bill introduced re Coast Guard JROTP

Representative Jolly (R-FL) introduced a bill (H.R. 5493) to amend the
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1989 to expand the Coast Guard Junior Reserve
Officers Training Program Pilot Program to include a Coast Guard unit at
Pinellas Park High School in Pinellas Park, Florida, and for other purposes.
Official text of the bill is not yet available. (9/16/14).
IMO – draft IGF Code

The US Coast Guard posted the draft International Code for the Safety
of Ships Using Gases or Other Low-Flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code) [found at
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg521/docs/CCC%201-WP.3%20%20Report%20of%20the%20working%20group%20(Working%20Group).pdf ]
including proposed SOLAS amendments. The draft IGF Code was approved by a
recent session of the IMO Subcommittee on Carriage of Cargos and Containers
and now goes for consideration to the IMO Marine Safety Committee (MSC) for
consideration. (9/18/14).
UK – collision in Dover Strait TSS

The UK Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) issued
the report of its investigation of the collision between the general cargo vessel

Paula C and the bulk carrier Darya Gayatri in the southwest lane of the Dover
Strait Traffic Separation Scheme on 11 December 2013. While avoiding a fishing
vessel, an inexperienced watch officer on the Paula C lost situation awareness and
did not make effective use of either radar or AIS. The collision resulted. Report
25-14 [found at
http://www.maib.gov.uk/cms_resources.cfm?file=/PaulaC_DaryaGayatri.pdf ]
(9/18/14). Note: UK stands for UNITED KINGDOM.
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