Headlines:
USCG – guidance on maritime cybersecurity standards;
EPA – VGP Discharge Monitoring Reports;
SHC – meeting 4 February;
NOAA – Arctic ringed seal;
NOAA – threatened coral;
CBP – interest rates;
St. Lawrence Seaway – 40 million tonnes of cargo;
IMO – Rescue at Sea Guide;
ReCAAP – siphoning of oil at sea;
Great Barrier Reef – disabled vessel under tow; and
Hong Kong – safe navigation in poor visibility.
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USCG – guidance on maritime cybersecurity standards

The US Coast Guard issued a notice announcing a public meeting in
Washington, DC on 15 January from 0900 to 1200 EST to receive comments on
development of guidance on maritime cybersecurity standards. The deadline to
reserve seats for the meeting is 5 January. Written comments must be received
by 29 January. 79 Fed. Reg. 73896 [located at
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-12-12/pdf/2014-29205.pdf ]
(12/12/14). For those unable to attend in person, the Cybersecurity Public
Meeting will be streamed on YouTube [located at
https://www.youtube.com/embed/rzOVc1ZOuvY?rel=0 ]. (1/12/15).

EPA – VGP Discharge Monitoring Reports

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a notice [located at
http://www.brymar-consulting.com/wpcontent/uploads/incidental%20discharges/DMR_Data_submittal_150112.pdf ]
regarding submission of annual Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) for
vessels covered by a Vessel General Permit (VGP) for discharges incidental to
normal operation of the vessel. A webinar was conducted on 7 January on
submittal of the DMR. A second webinar will be held on 22 January. (1/12/15).
SHC – meeting 4 February

The Shipping Coordinating Committee (SHC), sponsored by the
Department of State (DOS), will meet on 4 February in Arlington, Virginia to
prepare for the upcoming session of the IMO Sub-Committee on Ship Design and
Construction (SDC 2). Topics on the agenda include: subdivision and damage
stability; safe return to port for passenger vessels; and towing, lifting, and
anchor-handling operations. 80 Fed. Reg. 1690 [located at
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-01-13/pdf/2015-00279.pdf ] (1/13/15).
NOAA – Arctic ringed seal

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) issued
a notice stating that public meetings regarding the proposed designation of
critical habitat for the Arctic ringed seal will be held in Nome (28 January),
Anchorage (2 February), Kotzebue (17 February), and Barrow (23 February). A
public meeting will also be held in Bethel on a date to be announced separately.
Written comments must be received by 9 March. 80 Fed. Reg. 1618 [located at
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-01-13/pdf/2015-00368.pdf ] (1/13/15).
NOAA – threatened coral

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) seeks
input that will assist it in identifying actions and activities that may impact the
status of the 20 coral species occurring in the Indo-Pacific and the Caribbean
recently identified as threatened. Input must be received by 16 March. 80 Fed.
Reg. 1616 [located at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-01-13/pdf/201500366.pdf ] (1/13/15).

CBP – interest rates

The US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) issued a notice stating
that the interest rates for the calendar quarter beginning 1 January for
overpayments will be 2% for corporations and 3% for non-corporations and for
underpayments will be 3% for both. 80 Fed. Reg. 1657 [located at
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-01-13/pdf/2015-00300.pdf ] (1/13/15).
St. Lawrence Seaway – 40 million tonnes of cargo
The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway System issued a press
release [located at http://www.greatlakes-seaway.com/en/news/pressreleases/pr20150112.html ] stating that 40 million tonnes of cargo passed
through the Seaway during the 2014 navigation season. This represents full
recovery from the 2009 global financial crisis and its aftermath. (1/12/15).
IMO – Rescue at Sea Guide

The IMO, United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), and International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) have jointly
published an updated edition of the Rescue at Sea Guide [located at
http://www.brymar-consulting.com/wpcontent/uploads/Misc/Rescue_at_Sea_Guide.pdf ] addressing legal provisions
and practical procedures regarding the care of refugees encountered at sea and
their disembarkation in port. (1/12/15).
ReCAAP – siphoning of oil at sea
The ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) issued a Special
Report [located at
http://www.recaap.org/Portals/0/docs/Reports/2015/Special%20Report%20on
%20Siphoning%20Part%20II%20(9%20Jan%2015).pdf ] concerning incidents of
siphoning of fuel/oil at sea in Asia. The frequency of such incident has escalated,
with 15 reported in 2014, of which twelve were successful. It appears that the
majority of these incidents involve organized crime groups with possible inside
information. (1/12/15).
Great Barrier Reef – disabled vessel under tow
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) issued a media
release [located at http://www.amsa.gov.au/media/documents/12012015-MediaRelease-Thor-Commander-2.pdf ] stating that a towline has been established

between the disabled general cargo vessel Thor Commander and the merchant
vessel Xinfa Hai after Thor Commander suffered an engine failure just east of the
Great Barrier Reef. A salvage tug is en route. (1/12/15).
Hong Kong – safe navigation in poor visibility
The Hong Kong Marine Department issued a notice reminding
masters of the importance of safe navigation and strict adherence to the
COLREGS in conditions of reduced visibility. Notice 5-2015 [located at
http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/notices/pdf/mdn15005.pdf ] (1/12/15).
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