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Iran – two US Navy small craft briefly detained
The Department of Defense (DOD) issued a news release [located at
http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/642787/iran-assures-usthat-small-craft-crews-will-resume-journey] stating that Iranian authorities have
assured US officials that the crews of two small US Navy craft will be allowed to
continue traveling from Kuwait to Bahrain. (1/12/16). Note: The press is
reporting that the two boats, with a total crew of ten sailors (nine men and one
woman) were outside of US monitoring when one of the boats broke down. The
second boat stopped to assist and both then apparently drifted into Iranian
waters around Farsi Island in the Persian Gulf. Announcements state that the
ten sailors have now been released.

Vicksburg – Mississippi River closed due to allision

The US Coast Guard issued a news release [located at
http://www.uscgnews.com/go/doc/4007/2775106/] stating that the Lower
Mississippi River between mile markers 438 and 426 have been closed to
navigation after a tow with 22 barges struck the Vicksburg Railroad Bridge, with
nine barges breaking loose, two of which sank. The incident is under
investigation. (1/12/16).
USCG – LNG bunkering from facility to vessel

The USCG Liquefied Gas Carrier National Center of Expertise (LGC
NCOE) issued Field Notice 01-2016 “LNG Bunkering Job Aid for Facility to
Vessel Operations” [located at
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/lgcncoe/docs/LNG%20Bunkering%20Job%20Aid.
pdf]. The guide can be used by USCG field personnel for initial and annual
inspections of shore-based LNG bunkering facilities and during transfer
monitoring of LNG bunkering operations from a vessel to a facility. (1/7/16).
USCG – maritime cyber risk management

The US Coast Guard issued a notice stating that, on 11 January, the
agency addressed the annual meeting of the Transportation Research Board
(TRB) regarding cyber risk management in the marine transportation system. It
was pointed out that the failure, unintended misuse, or exploitation of cyber
systems controlling functions such as navigation, propulsion, cargo control, and
security and environmental monitoring could have significant consequences.
(1/12/16).
USCG – SSC research topics sought

The US Coast Guard issued a notice stating that the Ship Structure
Committee (SSC) is soliciting research project recommendations for fiscal year
2016-2017. Recommendations should be submitted by 1 February. (1/11/16).

FMC – ‘Class Action Complaint’ filed

The Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) issued a notice stating that
a ‘Class Action Complaint’ has been filed against various vehicle transport service
providers alleging violation of the Shipping Act of 1984. 81 Fed. Reg. 1629
[located at https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-13/pdf/201600516.pdf] (1/13/16).
Coral Reef Task Force – meeting on 16-19 February

The US Coral Reef Task Force, sponsored by the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), will meet on 16-19 February in
Washington, DC. 81 Fed. Reg. 1620 [located at
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-13/pdf/2016-00017.pdf] (1/13/16).
St. Lawrence Seaway – 2015 navigation season ended
The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway System issued a
news release [located at http://www.greatlakes-seaway.com/en/news/pressreleases/pr20160112.html] stating that the Seaway closed its 2015 navigation
season ice free on 31 December. Cargo totaling 36million tonnes transited the
waterway during the 274 day season. (1/12/16).
GAO – National Security Cutter oversight

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report on the
USCG National Security Cutter. It recommends that the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) ensure that the NSC’s requirements are clarified, that
guidance address the timing of follow-on testing, and that further oversight is
conducted as the Coast Guard works to remedy issues revealed in testing and
operations. GAO-16-148 [located at
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/674610.pdf] (1/12/16).
IMO – Energy Efficient Ship Operation TTT

The IMO posted a notice for its Train the Trainer (TTT) Course
[located at
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/PollutionPrevention/AirPolluti

on/Pages/IMO-Train-the-Trainer-Course.aspx] on Energy Efficient Ship
Operation. (1/11/16). Note: This item was brought to my attention by my good
friend Steve Jevnisek of Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company.
IMO & EC – energy-efficiency project funding

The IMO issued a news release [located at
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/01-2016-MTCC.aspx] stating that the IMO project to establish a global network of Maritime
Technology Cooperation Centres (MTCCs) in developing countries is to go ahead
thanks to a €10 million funding contribution from the European Commission
(EC). The MTCCs will focus on energy efficiency and shipping emissions.
(1/12/16).
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