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Coos Bay – limitations on deep-draft vessels

The US Coast Guard issued a news release [located at
http://www.uscgnews.com/go/doc/4007/2781094/] stating that it imposed
limitations on the movement of deep-draft vessels across the Coos Bay Harbor
entrance due to possible debris in the water from a commercial fishing vessel that
capsized and destroyed on the Coos Bay bar. The limitations will be reevaluated
after a survey of the channel is completed. (1/29/16).
Juneau – sunken tug to be removed

The US Coast Guard issued a news release [located at
http://www.uscgnews.com/go/doc/4007/2781082/] stating that it received
approval for removal and destruction of the sunken tug Challenger in Juneau’s

Gastineau Channel. The wreck is being removed to minimize environmental
damage from the fuel and potentially hazardous materials remaining on board.
(1/29/16).
USCG – LNG technical training for Panama

The US Coast Guard posted a notice [located at
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/01/28/1282016-lgc-ncoeprovides-liquefied-natural-gas-training-to-panama-canal-representatives/]
stating that its Liquefied Gas Carrier National Center of Expertise (LGC NCOE)
recently provided a three-day training session to 46 technical representatives of
the Panama Canal Authority, Panamanian Government, and US EmbassyPanama. (1/28/16).
USCG – IMO Maritime Ambassadors

The US Coast Guard posted a notice [located at
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/01/28/1282016-coast-guardnominated-ambassadors-to-the-international-maritime-organization/] stating
that RADM Cari Thomas, USCG and Ms. Carleen Lyden-Kluss, co-founder and
executive director of the North American Marine Environmental Protection
Association, were recently appointed to be IMO Maritime Ambassadors. An IMO
Maritime Ambassador is an advocate for maritime and seafaring professions and
actively conducts community outreach activities which encourage young people
to consider careers at sea or in the maritime industry. (1/28/16).
NTSB – seeking marine accident investigator

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) posted a notice
[located at https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/424954500] stating
that it seeks qualified applicants for the position of Marine Accident Investigator
(Nautical). Applications must be received by 10 February. (1/27/16).
DOJ – US Navy officer sentenced to 40 months in prison

The Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a news release [located at
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/us-navy-officer-sentenced-40-months-prisonselling-classified-ship-schedules-part-navy] stating that a US Navy Lieutenant
Commander has been sentenced to forty months in prison for accepting cash,
hotel expenses, and the services of a prostitute from foreign defense contractor

Glenn Defense Marine Asia in exchange for classified Navy ship and submarine
schedules and other internal Navy information. (1/29/16).
DOJ – US Navy officer pleads guilty to accepting bribes

The Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a news release [located at
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/us-navy-commander-pleads-guilty-acceptingcash-and-prostitutes-international-bribery-scheme] stating that a US Navy
commander pleaded guilty to bribery charges, admitting that he accepted cash,
gifts, travel expenses, entertainment, and the services of prostitutes from foreign
defense contractor Glenn Defense Marine Asia in exchange for classified Navy
information. (1/28/16).
Court – forum non conveniens

The Third District Court of Appeal in Florida dismissed two separate
but closely related cases brought by passengers on the Italian-flag cruise ship
Costa Concordia against the corporate owner and parent corporation for damages
related to the sinking of the ship off the coast of Italy in 2012. Defendants’
motion to dismiss the actions for forum non conveniens was granted by one trial
court and partially granted by the other trial court. All parties appealed. Since
the incident occurred in Italy and virtually all the witnesses were in Italy, the
appellate court affirmed the grating of defendants’ motion in one court and
directed the second court to do likewise. Abeid-Saba v. Carnival Corporation, No.
3D13-2092 (FL 3DCA, January 27, 2016) [located at
http://www.3dca.flcourts.org/Opinions/3D13-2223.pdf].
Ireland – straight baselines

The Irish Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport issued a notice
announcing that the Government has established straight baselines along the
coast of the Republic of Ireland, based on the World Geodetic System 84 (WGS
84) datum. Marine Notice 03-2016 [located at
http://www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/MN03of2016_IrelandMaritimeJurisdicti
on%28Straight%20Baselines%29Order2016.pdf] (1/28/16). Note: The limits of
the territorial sea, contiguous zone, and EEZ are measured from a nation’s
baselines.
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